TESHKEEL MEDIA GROUP ANNOUNCES INITIAL CREATIVE TEAM FOR THE 99 
Nicieza, McCrea, Hodgkins to Write and Illustrate One-Shot Special
 
Al Rai, Kuwait. February 6, 2006 [MJ1]– Teshkeel Media Group, KSC, announced today the initial creative team for its flagship series, THE 99.    The Islamic-based superhero property will debut with a one-shot special co-written by fan favorite Fabian Nicieza (X-MEN, THUNDERBOLTS, CABLE & DEADPOOL) and illustrated by John McCrea (HITMAN, SPIDER-MAN, THE INCREDIBLE HULK) and James Hodgkins (JENNY SPARKS, STAR WARS, BATMAN VS. ALIENS). Character designs for the group will be provided by fellow industry veteran Dan Panosian (X-MEN, BATMAN).  The debut creative team was announced by Naif Al-Mutawa, CEO of Teshkeel Media Group, who will also serve as a co-writer on the special.
 
THE 99: ORIGINS SPECIAL will be published in May 2006 in Arabic and will be distributed throughout the Middle East, from the Arabian Gulf to the shores of North Africa. An English-language version and American publication are planned for later in the year.  The company is also negotiating several other licensing and publishing deals worldwide. 
 
"When it came time to transfer the vision of THE 99 from my mind to the printed page, I knew I wanted to work with top-tier, experienced professionals," said Naif Al-Mutawa, CEO of Teshkeel. "Fabian's work on team books from X-MEN to POWER RANGERS made him an ideal choice as co-writer.  His work is   very character-driven and that's something that I wanted to achieve with THE 99.   With John and James, I was impressed by the diversity of their styles and the wide range of properties they've been involved with.  From BATMAN to TEEN TITANS to STAR WARS these guys have drawn just about every successful, licensed property in the book.  I knew that they would put in the time and research required for a property like this and that they would rise to the challenge of illustrating cultures that have not been widely seen in Western or Japanese comics."
 
For Nicieza, that largely unexplored cultural and historical background is part of the appeal of the project, "When Naif and (Teshkeel COO) Sven Larsen started speaking to me about the project, I was initially attracted by the message of tolerance they were interested in spreading.  As a father of two young girls, I could immediately connect with the project on that level.  But when Naif and I actually started to talk about script ideas and he shared the back-story his team had created with me, I was really hooked.  For Western comic book readers, it's going to be a chance to explore a whole new fictional world, one whose inspirations and origins will be largely unfamiliar to them.  For Islamic readers, it's a chance to see their culture presented in a whole new way.   This time the heroes and settings are from their own backyard rather than Metropolis or New York.   It's going to be a fun ride for everyone!" 
  
Artist John McCrea added, "For James and I, it's a chance to stretch ourselves artistically.   The characters Dan has designed and the world we'll be creating are different from any other assignment we've worked on.   They dress different.   They look different.   The places they go and the things they do aren't like anything we've illustrated before.   But ultimately, they're superheroes, trying to do right and save the world.   How a hero looks and acts in the world of THE 99 versus other comic book universes will be one of the things we're most looking forward to defining from a visual standpoint.  It's going to be a unique-looking book!". 
 
 "I was determined that our debut would look great and measure up to the standards of professional comic book publishing in other parts of the world," commented Al-Mutawa.  "With Fabian, John, James and Dan on the job, I'm confident that we'll not only produce a high-quality book but also craft a tale that readers around the world will pick up and enjoy for a long time to come."

THE 99: ORIGINS SPECIAL will be published in May 2006 and distributed throughout the Middle East and North Africa.   Log on to www.teshkeelcomics.com for more details.

About Teshkeel Media Group, KSC 
Teshkeel Media Group, KSC ( www.teshkeel.com), is one of the Middle East's leading developers of comics and children's entertainment.   Based in Kuwait, with offices in New York, the company's mission is to fill a significant void in positive, high-quality children's content in the region, by developing properties for print and electronic media, film and television.  In addition to developing its own superhero property, THE 99, Teshkeel is also works with international publishers including Marvel Comics to bring Arabic-language entertainment to the children of the MENA region.
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