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                                  Flintshire Disability Forum,

Ty’r Binwydden, Clayton Road,

                                      Mold, Flintshire,

                                   N / Wales. CH7 1 ST.                                                                

Charity No. 1086008

Minutes of meeting held at

Flint pavilion leisure centre on

31st july 2001

Present

There were 10 members present at the meeting. 

Apologies

D. Barratt

M. Williams

M. Harrison

C. Webster

M. McIntosh

J. Roberts

B. Salisbury

J. Humphreys

N. Hughes

I. Hughes

Bob Edwards

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

Chairmans Report

3rd July 2001 – Bryan, Shirley and Carl went to Dial Chester for a talk on Direct Payments.  They found that 

they were not as far ahead as the Flintshire Disability Forum.  It was a very interesting and informative day.

11th July 2001 – Marion attended a Volunteer Organisers Network meeting whose aim was to see how organisations can work together.   She gave a speech on the aims and work of the Flintshire Disability Forum.

23rd July 2001 – Members of the Flintshire Disability Forum attended a Tracks computer training course held by Dial Flintshire.

Meeting - Nine other meetings were attended during the month.  Two meetings were held with the CHC (Community Health Council) and last Thursday, Marion was co-opted on to the CHC.  

Therapeutic Earnings - Bryan received an e-mail at the beginning of the month concerning a cut in therapeutic earnings from April 2002.  The e-mail was read to members.  A copy will be attached to these minutes for members to read.

Property for Sale - We have been approached by a member who has a property for sale that has been modified for disabled use.  A copy has been sent to members, but anyone wishing further copies, please contact the Flintshire Disability Forum office.

Polling Station Survey – It was agreed that there had been a significant improvement at polling stations regarding access and booth facilities for the disabled, although a 

great deal more needs to be done.  Bryan stated that disabled people are being encouraged to use a postal vote 

at election time.  He is opposed to this, as he feels it is the right of every disabled person to have access to a polling station. He is urging all members to complete and return their Polling Station Survey form to the Flintshire Disability Forum as soon as possible.

Guest Speaker

Bryan introduced Chris Burns from the Benefits Agency.

Chris Burns discussed the Disability Living Allowance which is divided into two components.  These are Mobility and Care.  Mobility is divided into two tiers, these being lower and higher levels.  Care is divided into three tiers, these being lower, middle and higher levels.  She talked in detail about DLA and stated that if anyone wishes to make an appeal or has any problems with benefits, they should ask to see their review and to see any paperwork involved in order that they have all the facts.  They should also seek representation and advocacy.

Chris talked about Incapacity Benefits.  She stated that only people with fully paid up National Insurance is entitled to claim this benefit.  There is a Welfare to Work scheme whereby people will be seen by a personal adviser at the job centre.  They will help people back to work, but only to work within their capabilities.  She stated that if anyone is found fit for work by the personal adviser and they feel that 

they are not capable of work, they should ask to see all paperwork and seek representation and advocacy.

Members were informed of changes taking place from April 2002.  These are briefly outlined below:

- Carer Premium is to be increased from £14.15 to £24.14.

- Carer Limited Invalidity Care Allowance will be increased to allow earning to be £72.00 a week.

- Enhanced Disability Premium is to be increased from £21.00 to £32.00.

- Mobility component will be paid for children from 3 years and not 5 years.

- Incapacity Benefit will be subject to pension rules.

The chairman Mr. Bryan Harrsion thanked Chris Burns for coming to the meeting and giving the members a very informative and interesting talk.

Bryan thanked all members for attending and closed the meeting at 12.10pm.

The next meeting will be held at the Flint Pavilion Leisure Centre on Tuesday, 25th September 2001 at 10.00am.

Tel/fax/minicom:- 01352-755-546

e-mail:- bryanharrison125@netscapeonline.co.uk
Affiliated to Disability Wales/Flintshire Voluntary Council/DIAL Flintshire
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