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                                  Flintshire Disability Forum,

Ty’r Binwydden, Clayton Road,

                                      Mold, Flintshire,

                                   N / Wales. CH7 1 ST.                                                                

Charity No. 1086008

Minutes of the

 Flintshire Disability Forum meeting

Held at the flint pavilion leisure centre on

25th September 2001

Present

There were 10 members present at the meeting.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from 

Gail Williams

Nerys Hughes

Shirley Salisbury

John Roberts

Esmor Price

Marie Barratt

Carol Webster

Carl Mullally

Hazel Edwards

Minutes of the Last Meeting

The chairman was asked to clarify the Incapacity Benefit and Carers Allowance mentioned on page 4 of the last minutes.  The chairman explained these points and the minutes were then agreed.

Chairmans Report

Bryan Harrison, the chairman, reported that the Flintshire Disability Forum office was officially closed during August but stated that he had attended fifteen meetings during the month.

During the month of September he will have attended twenty meetings.  The duration of each meeting was between l hour and two days, and they were situated between North and Mid Wales.

Marion Harrison has attended ten meetings during the month of September.

Marion Harrison and Michael Williams are now members of the committee for ALAC.  This is the wheelchair and Artificial Limb Appliance Centre.  The centre is situated in Llay, and Marion and Michael will be attending their next meeting on 28th September 2001. 

Carol Webster attended the Ty’r Binwydden Association meeting on the llth September 2001. Information regarding Disability Living Allowance was e-mailed from reported to Disability Wales.

Bryan informed members that he had written to Mark Tami, MP for Alyn and Deeside with regard to an e-mail concerning the threat to cut therapeutic earnings.  He expressed his concern that this will affect many disabled people leaving many socially isolated.  Bryan has received a letter from  Mr. Tami stating that he has written to Alistair Darling, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions.  He is to keep us informed of any developments.

Members discussed the leaflet ‘Blue Words about Blue Badges’.  It was generally felt that members of the public are still using disabled parking spaces.  Larger stores, such as Asda and Tesco are patrolling their car parks in an effort to alleviate this problem. 

Disability Living Allowance – changes to the regulations

Concerns were raised by members regarding these proposed changes as it will affect many disabled people and maybe those people suffering from illnesses such as agoraphobia may loose DLA  altogether. 

Members discussed the changes and the following points were made:

· People on the lower rate will be greatly affected.

· If the DLA is stopped, then the lower rate mobility component will also stop.

· It could affect everyone who is on the lower rate care and mobility allowance, thereby putting added stress on claimants and their families.

· Anyone suffering mental health problems will have added pressure on them and this in turn will impede their recovery.

· What will be the cost of re-assessment for people on the lower rate component and when will it take place.

· How will the changes affect those people who have been assured that they will be on DLA for life and will not need their situation reviewed?

· Those on DLA would be assessed yearly.  It was felt that this was unnecessarily degrading and stressful to those people who are receiving DLA for life.  

· There would be unnecessary costs involved in these assessments.

· It was felt that the adjudicator could make the wrong decisions, as he may not be medically qualified.  If the wrong decisions were made then this would be adding needless stress.

· People cannot be encouraged to live independently if their care components are taken away from them.

· There should be consultation with disabled people at all stages if changes are to be made to the regulations.

· If a disabled person has been to a tribunal to gain their allowances, will they now have these allowances taken away?

· It was felt that the Disability Discrimination Act does not go far enough for the disabled and that it has many loopholes.

· The Human Rights Act should be taken into consideration when looking at this aspect to see how it affects disabled people, especially as the government is now proposing changes to the Act.

Members were advised that DIAL and Welfare Rights would help disabled people who wanted to take their case to a tribunal. 

It was felt that the government were expecting disabled people to accept these changes without complaint. It was also agreed that the government had underhandedly tried to get these proposals through parliament at a time of summer recess when very few members of parliament were available to vote on this issue.

Members have received a covering letter regarding the changes to the  DLA regulations. The Flintshire Disability Forum and Disability Wales would like your views on how you feel about  the proposed changes.  Your views are very important and we urge you to write to your local M.P emphasising your concerns.

For those of you who would like a full copy of the proposals, they are available by ringing the Flintshire Disability Forum office.

Any Other Business

All members of the Flintshire Disability Forum are advised that they are more than welcome to attend our Executive Committee meetings which are held monthly.  The dates are available by contacting Carol at the Flintshire Disability Forum office.  The minutes of the meetings are also available on request.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 30th October 2001.

B.P. Harrison

Chariman

Flintshire Disability Forum
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