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Flintshire Disability Forum,

Ty’r Binwydden, Clayton Road,

Mold, Flintshire,

N / Wales. CH7 1ST.
Charity No. 1086008

Minutes of the

Flintshire Disability Forum meeting

Held at flint pavilion leisure centre on

29th January 2002

Present

There were 18 members present.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from:

D. Hanson M.P.

A. Halford A.M.

J. Roberts

B. Salisbury

N. Taylor

J. Humphreys

Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last meeting agreed.

Chairmans Report

A copy of the Chairmans Report is enclosed with these minutes.

i)
The chairman, B. Harrison welcomed members to the meeting and wished them all a happy and prosperous New Year.  He then introduced Sian Roberts, Disability Sports Development Officer for Flintshire County Council.  

Sian thanked Bryan for inviting her to the meeting and then briefly explained to members her role and aims.  Her aim is to see more participation in sport by disabled people and hopes that with the help of the Flintshire Disability Forum, this could be achieved.  It would be very helpful to her if members of the forum could give her feedback on different aspects of sport.  One way in which they could do this would be by answering questionnaires.

Sian has agreed to be our guest speaker at the February 2002 Flintshire Disability Forum meeting where she will explain her role more fully.

ii) The chairman referred to the form sent out to members

asking for details of any disability aids/appliances they used.

He thanked all those who had completed and returned forms and went on to stress that all information was in the strictest confidence.  The information will help us greatly.

Guest Speaker

Our invited guest speaker, Mik Standing of Disability Wales was unable to attend the meeting, but sent his apologies. Abu Askira came on his behalf to talk to members.

Bryan Harrison introduced Abu Askira of Disability Wales to members. 

Abu is part of a group called Potentia, which is managed by the WDA, Welsh Development Agency.  Their aims are to cut down barriers and change attitudes that discourage under-represented people, including disabled people, from starting their own business.  Potentia is a group that aims to support and encourage disabled people in Wales.  It aims to  help build their confidence and help move them beyond their perceived limitations, especially in the early stages.  Potentia will support you through all stages, whilst also showing you where to obtain help and advise if needed.

Potentia is working with mainstream groups such as banks and building societies, to educate them on issues that have left out a large part of the community.  Some of these issues include the improvement of access and the issuing of documents in large print. Also to make them aware that disabled people have the right to choice and opportunity to develop their business ideas.

Potentia will search out your needs and adaptations for the business you may choose to start up, while working closely with access groups in your area.

Issues concerning the things that may hold disabled people back from starting their business were raised.  These were issues such as accessible premises, funding, developing a business plan, back-up/support.  On a personal level issues that may be of a concern were confidence building, interpreters, fear of rejection, failure to succeed.  

The question of benefits was raised.  Abu stated that people could still work 16 hours per week and earn £60 under the therapeutic earnings scheme.

Potentia has been running since September 2001 and todate has 16 on-going projects.  They are funded until 2004 and they hope to help as many people as they can and to eliminate the phrase ‘I couldn’t do that job’.

The Flintshire Disability Forum is the first group in Wales to be visited by Potentia.  In May 2002 a road show throughout Wales is planned to promote Potentia.

We have enclosed a leaflet with contact numbers for anyone thinking of starting their own business and would like to more information about Potentia.

Bryan thanked Abu for attending and giving us such an informative talk. 

 Any Other Business 

Transport  -  Mike Preston informed members that the National Assembly for Wales is allocating £1.3 million for buses in Flintshire.  He questioned whether any of this money could be used to increase the number of bus routes available to electric wheelchair users.  Enquiries are to be made regarding this matter.

Blue Badge Scheme  -  The Flintshire Disability Forum has received a consultation paper with regard to proposed changes to the Blue Badge Scheme.  The document is available in the office at Ty'r Binwydden, Mold for members to read.  We would like to hear your views, which we can then forward to the National Assembly for Wales.

Carers’ Conference -  The members present were informed of a Carers Conference to be held at the Holiday Inn, Northop Hall, on 22nd February 2002.  Application forms were available at the meeting.

Fishing Enthusiasts  -  Cliff Hibbert of the Buckley Angling Association has been in touch with us again.  He is very keen to hear from anyone who would like to fish at the Trap Pool, Buckley.  It is suitable for disabled people and has toilet facilities for the disabled.  Even if you would just like to relax enjoy watching others fish, you are more than welcome to do so.  Cliff would love to hear from anyone who may be interested.  Please call him on 01352 756800.

Next Meeting

The next Flintshire Disability Forum meeting is to be held on 26th February 2002 at the Pavilion Leisure Centre, Flint at 10.00am.  M. McIntosh, Treasurer, and W. Boden, Secretary are to chair the meeting as B. Harrison, Chairman will be away on other Flintshire Disability Forum business.

B. Harrison 

Chairman

Flintshire Disability Forum 

Tel/fax/minicom:- 01352-755-546

Mobile:- 077-141-159-21

e-mail:- bryanharrison125@netscapeonline.co.uk
Affiliated to Disability Wales/Flintshire Voluntary Council/DIAL Flintshire
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