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Ty’r Binwydden, Clayton Road,

Mold, Flintshire, N / Wales. CH7 1ST.
Charity No. 1086008

Minutes of the

Flintshire Disability Forum meeting

Held at Flint pavilion leisure centre on

26th March 2002

Present

There were 12 people present at the meeting.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from:

D. Barratt

M. McIntosh

C. Webster

S. Salisbury

C. Mullally

M. Preston

Marie Barratt expressed apologies for absence to the January/February 2002 meetings for herself and D. Barratt.

Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed.

Chairmans Report

The chairman, Bryan Harrison, attended a total of 23 meetings in North Wales this month and one meeting in mid Wales.   Two meetings were held in South Wales regarding Access matters for Wales and the other was a Special Executive meeting for Disability Wales.

The meeting in mid Wales concerned changes to the “Orange/Blue Badge” system. Some of the proposals are as follows:-

1) The phasing out of the older generation holding badges on a permanent basis.

2) Introduction of swipe cards.  These would hold a photograph of holder with their name and address to be used at the parking area.

3) Receivers of higher rate Disability Living Allowance to hold badges for life.

4) Receivers of lower rate Disability Living Allowance to be reviewed every 3 years.

5) Parking areas to be more effectively policed.

6) Clamping of vehicles for anyone abusing the system.

7) Introduction of thumb print.

8) More effective policing of disabled parking.

9) More fines – especially on private property i.e. shop car parks.

Direct Payments – If you are claiming benefits, Direct payments will come in to effect in May 2002.  If members feel that a talk on this subject would be beneficial, please let us know at the Flintshire Disability Forum and we can arrange for a speaker to attend one of our forthcoming meetings.

Form Filling – we would like to remind members that our committee members are available to help anyone fill in their DLA/Housing Benefits forms etc.

Guest Speaker

Chris Burns from the Benefits Agency was introduced as our guest speaker today.

We were informed that all benefits would increase from April 2002.  As from The 1st April, the Department of Work and Pensions will replace the DSS.  

The Benefits Agency will be integrated into Job Centre Plus.  A job centre counsellor would give clients advice on benefits and jobs.  It is hoped that this will break down the barriers for disabled people who wish to work.

With regard to therapeutic earnings, anyone wishing to work more than the permitted 26 weeks would be asked to talk to an adviser.  The advisor would then assess whether they would be able to work with the aid of benefits for a further 6 months, after which they would then be assessed as to their readiness for work.

Chris advised anyone thinking of seeking employment to contact the Citizens Advise Bureau or Job Centre Plus for advice. 

Invalid Care Allowance will rise from £72.00 to £75.00 from 1st  April 2002.

Chris again emphasised for anyone thinking of undertaking voluntary/therapeutic work to contact the Benefits Agency for advise.

Direct Payments – If you are on income support and in dept, contact your Benefits Agency.  They will be able to advise you on how a reasonable amount of money can be taken directly at source, for example, to pay your utility bills.  The Citizens Advise Bureau will advise with regard to credit card dept.

Social Fund – If you are on income support/disability living allowance, there is now a facility for you to make a claim for a 

l-off grant for repair to a necessary item. i.e. cooker, tumbler dryer.  This will be based on health ground and needs.

Bryan thanked Chris for coming to the meeting.  Everyone found her talk very informative and looked forward to seeing her again in the near future.

Any Other Business 

a)  The Carers Association has funding available from the National Assembly for Wales for the purpose of financing 25 outings for people known to the Adult Team in Social Services.  Transport, including a bus adapted for wheelchair access, will be provided to pick up from home.  They are looking for more people to join the group.  The criteria is anyone with a physical disability with a carer.  If anyone is interested and would like more information, they can contact the Carers Association on telephone number 01352

b)  Please find enclosed a leaflet from Potentia with contact numbers for anyone wishing to start up their own business.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 30th April 2002 at 10.00pm at the Pavilion Leisure Centre, Flint.  We look forward to seeing you there.

B.P. Harrison 

Chairman

Flintshire Disability Forum 

Tel/fax/minicom:- 01352- 755-546 / Mobile:- 077-141-159-21

e-mail:- bryanharrison125@netscapeonline.co.uk
Affiliated to Disability Wales/Flintshire Voluntary Council/DIAL Flintshire
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