Welcome

to Latin Link’s
Prayer Guide for March

Abig Step?

For anyone with four months free from March to
June, Spring Step offers a unique opportunity to
experience mission in Latin America.

This year’s Spring Steppers are taking either a gap
year or a career/study break, or they’re using time
between jobs as their chance to go. They’ll travel in
teams to Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador and Mexico — a new
destination this year — to work with churches in two
locations.

Step’s focus is usually a building project of some
kind — ideal if you’re as happy heaving bricks as
holding forth. You need to be able to mix as well —
and not only mortar! Step is about meeting new
people, helping out, sharing and living your faith in a
new situation. Part of the aim of Step is to include
different types of people from different backgrounds.

As well as the four-
month Spring
programme, there’s
1 also Summer Step,
for seven weeks
only, and Senior
Step — fun for the
over-35s — for four
weeks in the
Autumn.

Beam me up: Luke Garnham's team in  |UASBAALAASS
Bolivia last summer. thought about
haps now’s the

time. Why not have a preliminary chat with Laurence
or Jon in Latin Link’s Step office and find out more?

The Prayer Guide is designed for flexible use and the
points may be used at any time during the month. For
those who like to pray in a systematic way suggested
dates are indicated.

More ways to pray:

Prayer Guide, sent on request by post or email each
month, is one of a number of Latin Link prayer re-
SOurces.

» Latinfile — our regular publication, with news and
stories from Latin America

* Members’ prayer letters — an insight into their
work and country of service, as well as personal
and family news — on request

e Team prayer letters — the Argentina, Brazil and
Peru Teams produce their own regular prayer
letters, by email only

» Prayer groups — join with others in praying for
the work of Latin Link. Ask for your nearest
group, or we can help you start your own.

» Prayer cassettes, with recorded news and inter-
views, are produced bi-monthly to provide
additional material for prayer groups.

e Prayerline — call 020 7939 9018 anytime, updated
weekly

e 2001 Prayer Calendar features all current Latin
Link members, with a brief description of their
country, their team and their work. With pages
dated 1 to 31 and prayer points for each day.

For further details on any of the above, please
telephone or email us.

If you would like to make a donation to the cost of producing
Prayer Guide we suggest £5 annually.
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175 Tower Bridg e Road, London SE1 2AB
tel. 020 7939 9000 | fax. 020 7939 9015
email. ukoffice @latinlink.org | www:.latinlink.org

Latin Link isan internationalcommu nity drawn from many churches, with a focuson Latin
America and a commit ment to world mission.

LatinLink isa company limited by guarantee, registered in England 2811525.
Registered Office: 17 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1 2AB. Registered charity 1020826.
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1 Please join the Latin Link Executive in prayer
today, as they meet to approve the budget for the next
financial year and commit plans to God.

2 Two-way mission. Latin Partners’ Claire Siddaway
is in Brazil until the 13th, visiting friends, Bible
colleges and Brazilian missions. Please pray for good
opportunities to talk about Latin Partners, and that
Brazilian candidates will come forward for mission
training placements in Britain.

4 Innocent abroad. Anita, who works in Finance in
Latin Link’s London office, is a chaplaincy volunteer
at Holloway women’s prison. She recently met
Yolanda, a Colombian mather on remand, who
worked for an airline until her arrest. ‘She was caught
up in a money-laundering scam to do with the
earthquake in El Salvador,” explains Anita, who
firmly believes she is innocent. Please pray for justice
for Yolanda, who is going to the Spanish-speaking
prayer group, and for Anita as she forms fri endships
with prisoners and tries to share her faith.

6 Caring for members. ‘I'd value prayer for my next
trip to Ecuador (6-19) and Colombia(19-21),” says
Celia Ensum, who gives pastoral support to new Latin
Link members internationally.

8 New venture. ‘In April we hope to start a distribu-
tion centre for Christian literature in Cusco. Please
pray for us as we plan the best way to set about this,
to supply the thousands of churches in the area; pray
that one of my staff here in Lima, along with his
family, will be willing to go to Cusco to start this
project.” asks Eirwen Harris, El Inca bookshop.

10 Ecuador update. Following demonstrations last
year, Indian leaders led another protest recently,
aimed at overthrowing the government. The present
economic crisis has led to 91 per cent annual inflation,
the highest in Latin America, and only 25 per cent of
the workforce in full-time jobs, according to Reuters.
‘We would appreciate prayers for the situation,” ask
Latin Link’s Orlando and Sally-Anne Castro, ‘for a
peaceful settlement of all the problems caused by
inflation.” Pray for Gustavo Noboa — Ecuador’s fourth
president in four years — as he struggles to achieve
political stability.

Spring Step Teams leave for Latin America:

13

14

16

16

20

Pray for the Teams

Team 1 to Juérez, on the northern border of
Mexico and the US. Supervisor: David Frith.

Team 2 to Guaratingueta, near Sao Paulo,
Brazl. Supervisors: John and Ann Barnett.

Team 3 to Machala, Ecuador.
Supervisors: Orlando and Sally-Anne Castro

Team 4 to Muisne, Ecuador.
Supervisors: Adrian and Alison Rimmer

Team 5 to Potosi, Bolivia.
Supervisors: lan and Shirley McCammon

as they get to know each other

for health and safety

as they adjust to living and working alongside
local people, whose language is Spanish or
Portuguese, in Brazil, and where even church
customs are different.

‘Yo en ellos, y ti en mi, para que sean perfectos en

unidad .” John 17.23

19 Bible teaching. Pray for Nat Davies, as he teaches
another preaching course at Sicuani Bible Institute, in
the southern Andes of Peru, from the 19th for two
weeks; and for Margaret Saunderson teaching at
Andahuaylas Bible Institute: ‘Pray | may be a help
and encouragement to these students in their under-
standing of the Bible.’

22 High level living.
lan and Shirley
McCammon ask BRAZIL
prayer for the Step
team at Potosi, as they
adapt to life at high
altitude — at 13,000
feet above sea level,
it’s known as the
highest city on earth.
The team are building
a children’s
playground. lan and
Shirley also mention tHer=orrrrrfrorrr—rrrrr=rires

BOLIVIA

o LaPaz
e Cochabamba

Short-Term Co-ordinators, especially as they use their
newly learned Spanish in presentations, and as lan
preaches and teaches at their church in La Paz.

24 Heartwarming.
Daren Partridge, a Strider
in Bolivia, tells of
answered prayer for
clothes for cold children
living inCha’lla, a
mountain village. ‘As we
told our friends, God
started to touch the
hearts of people here in
Cochabamba and
churches in other parts of
the world. Two weeks
later we had ten times the
amount of money we
started with and could
afford to buy shoes,
jumpers and a meal for

all 500 children — with Cha’lla’s children: each one Was

money to spare. We can given a bag containing a umper,
now supply textbooks, sandals, a toy and some sweets
where children share two [FSu=——_

40.” Pray for the ongoing work in Cha’lla and for
Daren, teaching English ina school in Candelaria, also
very poor. Full story with pictures on website:
http://members.truepath.com/windsors/

26 Free at last. *‘Just a short note to tell you that
Dagoberto, the nine-year-old boy snatched from a
school bus almost ten months ago, was freed by his
captors last week,” writes Manuel Reafio from
Colombia. “His parents, now living abroad, paid a
ransom roughly equivalent to £100,000. Two days
later, a combined force of Colombian police and army
caught some 12 people belonging to the terrorist band.
In the operation, only about a third of the money was
recovered. Thank you for praying for Dago's release.
Praise the Lord, and pray for his salvation and that of
his family.”

28 Please continue to remember those suffering the
atter effects of the earthquakes in El Salvador; for
churches helping people to rebuild their lives.



