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                           Date:  31st March 2005

CIRCULAR 

COMMONWEALTH BOXING COUNCIL INTERIM MEETING

Held at The Old Library, Trinity Street, Cardiff

Wednesday, 30th March 2005

A Committee of the Directors of the Commonwealth Boxing Council met at the Head Offices of the British Boxing Board of Control, The Old Library, Cardiff for their Spring Interim Meeting.

NEW AND RE-AFFILIATED MEMBERS

Boxing South Africa

The Directors welcomed the re-affiliation of Boxing South Africa last year and were delighted to learn of the appointment of Mr. Archie Jonas as the Director on behalf of Boxing South Africa of the Commonwealth Boxing Council Ltd.  South Africa is one of the strongest boxing nations in the world and the Directors will be keen for them to play a full part in the encouragement and promotion of Commonwealth Championships.

Bahamas Boxing Commission

In previous years under the Chairmanship of Wilfred Coakley the Bahamas Boxing Commission was an active member of the Commonwealth Boxing Council.  Wilfred was elected President of the Commonwealth Boxing Council in 1996 and served a two year term.  Since his retirement the channels of communication have not been kept up but now with the appointment of Frederick Sturrup JP it looks like they are going to become active again.  Mr. Sturrup attended his first meeting as a Director of the Commonwealth Boxing Council and came with a raft of ideas for his fellow Directors to take on board.  He very much hopes to see a Bahamas boxer challenging for a Commonwealth Title in the new future and with the rating of Heavyweight Sherman Williams and Light Heavyweight Freeman Barr this becomes a real possibility.

Namibia Professional Boxing and Wrestling Control Board

Following an application made last year followed up by payment of the affiliation fee the Namibia Professional Boxing and Wrestling Control Board has been formally accepted as the newest member of the Council and it now remains for them to appoint a Director on behalf of the Namibia Board to attend Council meetings and participate in the management of the Commonwealth Championships.

With enquiries from the Professional Boxing Association of Barbados and the rating of Indian boxer Guru Singh in the Cruiserweight Division the Council is on track in its object to ensure the inclusion of regulatory authorities and competing boxers in as many countries of the Commonwealth as possible where boxing takes place.  

THE DENNIE MANCINI AWARD

Following a decision made at the Annual General Meeting held in Accra, Ghana, last October the Directors of the Commonwealth Boxing Council have determined the form in which the Annual Dennie Mancini Award will be made.  It will be awarded to the person who has achieved the most or has made the most contribution to boxing in the Commonwealth for that year.  The Award may go to a Champion but is not just restricted to boxers.  Nominations will be considered in the coming months and a decision will be made by the Directors during the course of the next Annual General Meeting which is scheduled to take place in Cardiff in the Autumn.

CHAMPIONS AND TITLES

Following representations made by the British Boxing Board of Control the Directors of the Commonwealth Boxing Council used their discretionary powers to grant special extensions to Light Heavyweight Champion Peter Oboh and Featherweight Champion Nicky Cook both of whom, having failed to meet defence requirements, were due to have their Titles declared vacant.  

Despite two purse offers put out by the Council for a mandatory defence against Daniel Sackey of Ghana no bids were received and Oboh has been granted an extension until 30th June 2005 to contract a defence against one of the rated challengers on the attached list.  In the event that he is unable to do this the Title will automatically be declared vacant without further reference to the Directors.

Nicky Cook should by now already have taken part in a triple British, Commonwealth and European Championship contest against Dazzo Williams but due to injuries sustained in a car accident that contest had to be postponed.  A date and venue is expected to be announced by Promoter Barry Hearn within the next 48 hours and the winner will then have to defend against Australian based Guyanan Gary St. Clair.

Cruiserweight Champion Mark Hobson, Super Middleweight Champion Carl Froch, Middleweight Champion James Toney, Light Middleweight Champion Osumanu Yahaya (Ossie Duran), Super Bantamweight Champion Esham Pickering and Bantamweight Champion Joseph Agbeko must all make a defence against one of the challengers rated in their divisions as attached by the 30th September 2005 if the Directors are not to give consideration to their continuing status as Commonwealth Champions.  

At the extreme end of the weight divisions the Heavyweight and Flyweight Divisions are both vacant.  Under the Rules of the Commonwealth Boxing Council the Heavyweight Championship automatically became vacant when Matt Skelton won a WBU Title and the Flyweight Division has remained vacant since Champion Jason Booth was compelled to relinquish this Title under the same Rule when he won an IBO Title.  With the preponderance of South African boxers ranked in this weight division and with the re-emergence of South Africa in Commonwealth boxing the Council is hoping a match can be made there to fill the vacancy.

A full list of current Champions and their recognised contenders and defence obligations is attached herewith.

S.J. BLOCK

Hon. Secretary 
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